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Recruiting Classes 1971 – 1979 
 
 
I started following BAMA recruiting in 1980 and I have enjoyed the past 20 
years of watching classes arrive in T-Town always with high expectations 
and usually a high rating from the recruiting services. The ability to 
consistently bring in top classes is helped tremendously by BAMA’s 
tradition. That tradition was taken to it’s lofty status by many years of 
winning and great players. Probably no period of time during those many 
years of success can match the 70’s. I‘ve always wanted to get copies of the 
70’s recruiting classes. Many great players chose the TIDE on signing day 
during that period. Championships were being won and Coach Bryant was at 
the top of the coaching echelon.  
 
With BAMA a national power and highly visible on TV prospects were 
signed from all over the nation. After seeing the 70’s lists I was shocked 
how many out-of-state prospects signed with BAMA. Yes, Coach Bryant got 
the “home boys” and many of “Dixie’s best” each year, but you will find 
several names on the lists each year from across the nation. Also, without 
scholarship limits, Coach Bryant signed what he needed and many say “he 
took some he didn’t need so others couldn’t have  them.” The real core of 
BAMA’s success though was the “home boys” …. BAMA kids from right 
here in the state.  
 
I have put together the recruiting classes from that super decade of football 
success in the 70’s.  It covers the 1971 – 1979 classes. It simply is a list of 
the signees and a few facts about each that will help you get an idea of the 
individual’s success in high school and then BAMA.  I did not do any rating 
but give you enough facts to form a good opinion or rating of your own. It’s 
been fun and I learned a lot about of period of time I was going through my 
school years and the only recruiting news I saw was the B’Post Herald top 
prospects list. The facts listed were from the university archives and the 
2000 media guide.   
 
I know many of you have wanted to see some old recruiting lists so I hope 
this helps and is some good information for your archives or brings back 
some great memories of a decade of BAMA’s finest football and continued 
our tradition of great players and great teams. The 70’s !!!!!! 



 
*List may contain some walkons. 

The Star of this class was DB Mike Washington who was a 2-time All-American and All-
SEC pick. C Slyvester Croom was an  All-American and All-SEC selection his final year 
in 1974. LB Mike Dubose was a 2-time All-SEC pick and FS Ricky Davis was an All-
SEC pick in 1974.    

1971 Class Pos State High School College NFL LettermenLettermen

Ronnie Barnes DE AL A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Randy Billingsley RB AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Duffy Boles RB AL A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Robert Brophy DE AL
Bob Bryan DT AL
Dave Capan DE PA
Sylvester Croom C AL A/S A/A - SEC NFL 3 YRS3 YRS
Ricky Davis DB AL SEC NFL 2 YRS2 YRS
Mike DuBose LB AL A/A - A/S SEC 2 3 YRS3 YRS
Dennis Durrance LB FL
Robert Fraley QB TN A/A - A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
David Hagan OL CA
Randy Hall LB AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Joe Dale Harris WR AL A/S 1 YR1 YR
John Hollis OL AL
Bob Holmes WR CA
Johnny Kile RB AL
Steve Kulback DL TN 2 YRS2 YRS
Lamar Langley DL AL
Randy Leslie DE AL
John Lewis WR MS
Mike Mathis LB AL
Ray Maxwell OL AL 3 YRS3 YRS
Barry McGee OL AL 1 YR1 YR
Rick Meadows LB AL
Tom Nelson DE FL
Mickey Pope DB AL
Mark Prudhomme DB TN A/S
Danny Ridgeway QB AL A/A - A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Mike Riley DB OR A/S 1 YR1 YR
Ralph Stokes RB AL A/A - A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Mike Washington DB AL A/S A/A 2 - SEC 2 NFL 3 YRS3 YRS
Richard Whitley OL AL
Russ Wooten DL AL
Gary Yelvington DB FL 2 YRS2 YRS

39 Players A/A 4 - A/S 13 A/A 2 - SEC 4 NFL -3 17 OF 3517 OF 35



*** List may contain some walkons.  
LB Woodrow Lowe had a stellar career being selected an All-American and All-SEC 
player 3 consecutive years. He was not a big-time prospect out of high school. DE Leroy 
Cook was a 2-time All-American and All-SEC pick. Six other players were All-SEC. 

1972 Class Pos State High School College NFL LettermenLettermen

Tom Baggett DB TN A/A - A/S
Bo Batey OL AL A/S 1 YR1 YR
Bucky Berry K AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Raymond Bolden DB AL A/A - A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Joey Bolton RB FL A/S
Tom Bouck LB FL
Jerry Brown TE AL A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Kyle Byrd OL GA
Mike Christian DE AL A/S
Leroy Cook DE AL A/S A/A 2 - SEC 2 4 YRS4 YRS
Glenn Cunningham LB TN
Mike Davis K GA 1 YR1 YR
Conley Duncan LB AL A/A - A/S SEC 3 YRS3 YRS
Dave Gerasimchuk OL CA SEC 2 2 YRS2 YRS
Gary Hanrahan OL FL A/S 1 YR1 YR
William Harrison DL FL A/S 1 YR1 YR
Bob Haught FB OH A/A - A/S
Tyrone King DB AL A/A - A/S SEC 4 YRS4 YRS
John LaBue FB TN A/A - A/S 1 YR1 YR
Buford Lambert OL GA A/S 1 YR1 YR
Woodrow Lowe LB AL A/A 3 - SEC 3 NFL 4 YRS4 YRS
Richard McLain TE FL A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Greg Montgomery LB GA A/A - A/S 4 YRS4 YRS
John Niehaus DE OH A/S
Anthony Perry RB AL A/S 1 YR1 YR
Buddy Pope OL FL 3 YRS3 YRS
George Pugh TE A/S A/S 4 YRS4 YRS
Wayne Rhodes DB GA A/S SEC 3 YRS3 YRS
Larry Ruffin OL AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Russ Schamun SE CA 2 YRS2 YRS
John Sheehan LB CA
Willie Shelby RB MS A/S SEC NFL 3 YRS3 YRS
Sid Smith C GA A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Mike Stock RB IN A/A - A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Richard Todd QB AL A/A - A/S SEC NFL 3 YRS3 YRS
Dick Turpin DE AL 3 YRS3 YRS
Gerry Washco DL NY 3 YRS3 YRS
Richard Watson FB AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Joe Weaver LB AL

39 Players A/A 9 - A/S 27 A/A 2 - SEC 8 NFL - 3 29 OF 3929 OF 39



 *** List may contain some walkons.  
Bob Baumhower was a 2-time All-American and All-SEC pick.  

1973 Class Pos State High School College NFL LettermenLettermen

Bob Baumhower DL AL A/A 2 - SEC 2 NFL 3 YRS3 YRS
Jim Bradford OL AL A/S 1 YR1 YR
Woody Buchanan FB AL A/S 1 YR1 YR
Neil Callaway LB GA A/A - A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Peter Cavan RB GA A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Danny Collins DE AL A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
John David Crow, Jr. DB CA A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Calvin Culliver FB AL A/A - A/S 4 YRS4 YRS
Bobby Davis OL FL A/S
Fred Dawson, Jr. OL AL A/S
Bobby Duke, Jr. RB AL A/S
Donnie Faust FB AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Thad Flanagan SE AL A/A - A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Les Fowler QB AL A/A - A/S 1 YR1 YR
David Geraslinchuk OL CA 2 YRS2 YRS
Paul Gorham K CA
Dennis Germann RB OH
John Guennels RB AL A/S
Charles Hannah DL AL SEC NFL 3 YRS3 YRS
Paul Harris DE AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Bill Henderson DL AL A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Bruce Hodgins DE FL A/S
Rick Holmes OL CA
Colenzo Hubbard LB AL A/A - A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Tim Hurst DL AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Ronnie Kuykendall FB FL
K.J. Lazenby C AL A/A - A/S SEC 3 YRS3 YRS
Mark Linpari LB LA
Sam Maddox DE FL A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
James McArthur DE AL
Ralph McElrath OL FL A/S
Danny Neal LB AL A/S
Jack O'Rear QB AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Gary Oser OL LA 1 YR1 YR
Mark Reese DB AL
Jack Smalley LB GA A/A - A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Ted Szubinski OL LA
Mickey Thrasher OL GA
Chip Tillmann OL FL A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Jim Ward RB OH A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Gus White DL AL A/A - A/S 3 YRS3 YRS

41 Players A/A 8 - A/S 13 A/A 1 - SEC 3 NFL - 2 25 OF 4125 OF 41



 

*** List may contain some walkons. 
TE Ozzie Newsome was a BAMA Legend.  He was a 2-time All-American  and All-SEC 
selection. FB Johnny Davis an All-American pick in 1977. He was a 3-time All-SEC 
pick. An oddity was OL Bob Cryder’s selection to an All-American Team in 1977. He 
was not even an All-SEC pick at anytime. Yet, according to the media guide he was 
selected to an All-American Team. DB Mike Kramer was a 1977 All-SEC pick. One 
significant point was this class produced 5 NFL performers. LB Rich Wingo and  C Terry 
Jones went onto NFL careers without All-Star status in college. The other 3 NFL players 
were the above mentioned Newsome, Davis and Cryder.  
 
 
 
 
 

1974 Class Pos State High School College NFL LettermenLettermen

Phil Allman DB AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Jeff Barnes RB OH A/A - A/S
Randy Bonner RB GA
Allen Crumbley DB AL A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Bob Cryder OL IL A/A - A/S A/A NFL 3 YRS3 YRS
Johnny Davis FB AL A/A - A/S A/A - SEC 3 NFL 3 YRS3 YRS
Michael Dottry DE MS A/A - A/S
Robert Durkee WR LA A/A - A/S
Robert Gartman DL AL A/A - A/S
Lewis Green OL AL A/A - A/S
Tom Hufsteler C GA 2 YRS2 YRS
Kevin Jones DB KY A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Terry Jones C GA A/A - A/S NFL 3 YRS3 YRS
Larry Kennedy OL MS A/A - A/S
Mike Kramer RB AL SEC 3 YRS3 YRS
Bobby Mikel TE FL A/A - A/S 1 YR1 YR
Dewey Mitchell FB FL A/A - A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Rick Neal LB AL A/A - A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Ozzie Newsome TE AL A/A - A/S A/A 2 - SEC 2 NFL 4 YRS4 YRS
Scott Price DB TN A/S 1 YR1 YR
Calvin Richardson DL AL A/A - A/S
Walt Robelot DL LA A/A - A/S
David Sadler OL KY A/A - A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Mike Sebastian DL GA A/A -A/S 1 YR1 YR
Mike Sutton DB AL A/A - A/S 1 YR1 YR
John Turpin RB AL A/A - A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Bob Walker RB OK A/S
Rich Wingo LB IN A/S NFL 3 YRS3 YRS

28 Players A/A 19 - A/S 28 A/A 3 - A/S 3 NFL - 5 21 OF 3121 OF 31



*** List may contain some walkons. 
LB Barry Krauss and DL Marty Lyons were All-Americans. Each also were 2-time All-
SEC picks. QB Jeff Rutledge and RB Tony Nathan were 2-time All-SEC selections. Also 
reaching All-Star status were FB Steve Whitman, DB Murray Legg, OL David Hannah 
and OL Buddy Aydelette as All-SEC picks during their career. This class also produced 5 
NFL players. Krauss, Lyons, Rutledge, Hannah, and Aydelette went onto NFL careers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1975 Class Pos State High School College NFL LettermenLettermen

Buddy Aydelette OL AL A/A - A/S SEC NFL 3 YRS3 YRS
Wiley Barnes OL FL A/A - A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Vince Boothe OL AL A/A - A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Kelvin Croom RB AL A/S
William Davis OL AL A/S 1 YR1 YR
Rickey Gilliland LB AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
David Hanna OL AL A/S SEC 4 YRS4 YRS
Steve Higgins DB PA A/S
Marty Hudson OL FL
Lou Ikner RB AL A/A - A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Doug Johnson DL GA
Freddy Knighton DL AL A/A - A/S
Barry Krauss LB FL A/A - A/S A/A - SEC 2 NFL 3 YRS3 YRS
Jeff Layman OL AL
Joe Latham DB AL
Murray Legg DB AL A/S SEC 3 YRS3 YRS
Marty Lyons DL FL A/A - A/S A/A - SEC 2 NFL 2 YRS2 YRS
Tony Nathan RB AL A/A - A/S SEC 2 NFL 4 YRS4 YRS
Dale Palmer DL AL A/S 1 YR1 YR
Calvin Parker DL AL A/S 2 YRS2 YRS
Tom Parkerson DL GA A/A - A/S
Keith Pugh WR AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Skip Ramsey DB GA A/A - A/S
Roger Roberts DL AL A/A - A/S
Jeff Rutledge QB AL A/A - A/S SEC 2 NFL 4 YRS4 YRS
Barry Smith OL AL A/S 3 YRS3 YRS
Marty White DB AL A/A - A/S
Steve Whitman FB AL A/S SEC 3 YRS3 YRS

28 Players A/A 13 -  A/S 25 A/A 2 - SEC 7 NFL - 5 17 of 2817 of 28



*** List may contain some walkons. 
BAMA all- time great C Dwight Stephenson was a 2-time All-American and 3-time All-
SEC pick. DE Wayne Hamilton and OL Jim Bunch were 1-time All-Americans and 3-
time All-SEC performers. Also DB Don McNeal was a 1-time All-American and All-
SEC pick. Gutty QB Steadman Shealy was  an All-SEC selection  in 1979. Stephenson, 
McNeal and DL Curtis McGriff went onto NFL careers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1976 Class Pos State High School College NFL Lettermen

Leon Abner WR IL A/S
Nick Bolton DL AL A/S
Jim Bunch OL VA A/S A/A - SEC 3 4 YRS
Mike Clements DB AL A/S 3 YRS
Allen Connell OL LA A/S
Vince Cowell DL GA A/A - A/S 3 YRS
Gary DeNiro WR OH A/S 3 YRS
Mike English DB AL A/S
Mitchell Ferguson RB GA A/S 3 YRS
Gil Gilmore RB AL A/S
Wayne Hamilton DE FL A/A - A/S A/A - SEC 3 3 YRS
Jeff Harper DL GA A/A - A/S
Mike Inman OL GA A/A - A/S
Joe Jones RB GA A/S 3 YRS
Russell Kirk LB FL A/A - A/S
John Knox DB AL A/S
Curtis McGriff DL AL A/A - A/S NFL 3 YRS
Don McNeal DB AL A/S A/A - SEC NFL 3 YRS
Farrar Montgomery OL AL A/A - A/S
Steve Nichols DL FL
Joey Robbins OL AL A/S 3 YRS
Bill Searcy OL GA A/S 2 YRS
Steadman Shealy QB AL A/S SEC 3 YRS
Larry Sistrunk RB AL
Dwight Stephenson C VA A/S A/A 2 - SEC 3 NFL 3 YRS
Tim Travis WR AL A/A - A/S 4 YRS
Woody Umphrey P IL 3 YRS

27 Players A/A 8 - A/S 24 A/A 4 - SEC 5 3 15 OF 27



   *** List may contain some walkons. 
LB E.J. Junior is at the top of this class. He was a 2-time All-American and 3-time All-
SEC performer. DL Byron Braggs followed closely behind as a 2-time All-American and 
All-SEC pick. RB Major Ogilvie and FS Ricky Tucker were 2-time All-SEC picks. RB 
Billy Jackson was a 1-time All-SEC pick. This class continued BAMA’s steady 
contribution to the NFL. Braggs, Jackson, Junior, and LB Randy Scott went onto NFL 
careers.  
 
***LB Randy Scott was an All-SEC selection. In the above list he was not recognized as 
so. Please pardon me for this error. 
 
 
 
 
 

1977 Class Pos State High School College NFL Lettermen

Cleve Adams   (JC) DB MS
Scott Allison OL FL A/S 3 YRS
Byron Braggs DL AL A/A - A/S A/A 2 - SEC 2 NFL 4 YRS
Mickey Burton DB AL A/A - A/S
Steve Cash RB AL A/A - A/S 1 YRS
Chip Chiepalich DB AL A/S
David Coleman  (JC) DB CA
Alan Gray QB FL A/A - A/S 3 YRS
James Haney RB AL A/A - A/S 1 YRS
Tim Hill RB AL A/S
Billy Jackson RB AL A/A - A/S SEC NFL 3 YRS
Don Jacobs QB AL A/S 2 YRS
E. J. Junior DL TN A/A - A/S A/A 2 - SEC 3 NFL 4 YRS
Warren Lyles DE AL 4 YRS
John Mauro TE IN A/A - A/S 3 YRS
David McCarty OL AL A/S
Eddie McCombs DL AL A/S 3 YRS
Dale McMillin OL AL A/S
Mark Nix RB AL A/S 3 YRS
Major Ogilvie RB AL A/A - A/S SEC 2 4 YRS
Ben Orcutt RB IL A/A - A/S 1 YRS
David Reeves DB AL A/S
Willie Sanders RB AL
Randy Scott DL GA A/S NFL 3 YRS
Marvin Smith OL AL
John Stewart DB AL
Ricky Tucker DB AL A/S SEC 2 4 YEARS

27 Players A/A 10 - A/S 21 A/A 3 - SEC 7 NFL 4 16 OF 27



 
 
 

 *** List may contain some walkons. 
 Safety Tommy Wilcox and LB Thomas Boyd had  tremendous careers at BAMA. They 
were 2-time All-American and 3-time All-SEC performers. DL Mike Pitts was a 1-time 
All-American and 2-time All-SEC selection. OL Joe Beazley, OL Bob Cayavec, and TE 
Bart Krout were 1-time All-SEC picks during their careers. This class also contributed to 
the NFL. Boyd, Pitts,  DL Jackie Cline and CB Benny Perrin went onto NFL careers.          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1978 Class Pos High School College NFL Letterman

Joe Beazley OL VA A/A - A/S SEC 1 4 YRS
Thomas Boyd LB AL A/A - A/S A/A 2 - SEC 3 NFL 4 YRS
Gary Bramlett OL GA A/S 4 YRS
Danny Casteel OL AL A/S
Bob Cayavec OL FL A/S SEC 1 3 YRS
Tim Clark DB GA 4 YRS
Jackie Cline DL AL NFL 3 YRS
John Cook DL VA A/A - A/S
Bob Dasher DL MI A/A - A/S 1 YR
Rusty Faust OL AL A/S
Jim Bob Harris DB GA A/A - A/S 4 YRS
Greg Haynes DB AL A/A - A/S
Josh Henderson DB FL A/S 1 YR
Scott Homan OL IN A/A - A/S 4 YRS
Bob Jones DE AL A/S
Bart Krout DE AL A/A - A/S SEC 1 4 YRS
Keith Marks SE AL A/S 2 YRS
Denny Merritt OL AL A/S
Jeff Miller OL GA A/S
Benny Perrin DB AL A/A - A/S NFL 2 YRS
Mike Pitts DL MD A/A - A/S A/A 1 - SEC 2 NFL 4 YRS
James Rice DB AL
Ricky Rozzell LB MS A/A - A/S
Jerrill Sprinkle DB GA 3 YRS
Tommy Wilcox DB LA A/A - A/S A/A 2 - SEC 3 4 YRS
Charlie Williams DB AL A/S 1 YR

26 Players A/A 12 - A/S 22 A/A 3 - SEC 6 NFL 4 17 OF 26



 
 

... 
*** List may contain some walkons. 
This class produced only 2 All-Star status players. CB Jeremiah Castille and C Steve 
Mott were 1-time All-Americans and 2-time SEC performers. Castille, Mott, and DL 
Randy Edwards went onto NFL careers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1979 Class Pos State High School College NFL Lettermen

Al Blue DB FL A/A - A/S 2 YRS
Larry Brown DE FL 4 YRS
Reginald Brown RB AL
Jeremiah Castille DB AL A/A - SEC 2 NFL 4 YRS
Ken Coley QB AL A/S 4 YRS
Doug Collins OL AL A/A - A/S
Earl Collins RB AL 2 YRS
Randy Edwards DL GA A/A - A/S NFL 4 YRS
John Elias DL GA 2 YRS
Jeff Fagan RB FL 4 YRS
Roosevelt Hill LB GA 2 YRS
Danny Holcombe C GA 3 YRS
Clarke Johnson DE AL
Michael Landrum DB AL A/S
Mike McQueen OL AL A/S 3 YRS
Steve Mott C LA A/A - A/S A/A - SEC 2 NFL 3 YRS
Ry Ogilvie WR AL A/A - A/S
Jerry Oliver FB AL
Merv Romine DB AL
Robert Russell DL AL A/S
Dexter Rutherford OL AL A/A - A/S
Mason Schwarz LB GA A/S
Ken Simon FB AL A/S 2 YRS
Roosevelt Wilder RB GA 1 YR
Russ Wood TE AL A/S 3 YRS

25 Players A/A 6 - A/S 13 A/A 2 - SEC 2 NFL - 3 15 OF 25



I am very pleased with how this list of the 70’s recruiting classes turned out. My goal was 
to simply provide a list of signees and enough information on each player that would 
enable anyone to form some kind of rating or opinion of the success or failure of the 
class. I believe from their high school achievements to college and a select few onto the 
NFL  You can get a pretty good read on their football career and the success of the 
overall class. I have learned a lot of new facts from this project. One item that really 
stands out is the consistent flow of players from BAMA to the NFL. This was without a 
doubt created from great coaching at BAMA.  
 
The 70’s was a great decade of football for BAMA fans. As you can see from the high 
school column, BAMA signed high school All-Americans from all over the nation and in 
large numbers. But we also saw numerous prospects signed with little fanfare go onto 
outstanding careers at BAMA. Coach Bryant and his assistants produced championships, 
great players, and outstanding young men. BAMA’s famous winning tradition was taken 
to a higher level during the 70’s with BAMA losing only 11 games from the 1971-1979 
seasons. BAMA also was SEC Champions every year but 1976 during this period. Also, 
3 National Championships were won.   
 
I hope you enjoy these lists. I have heard many people, including myself, ask where the 
70’s recruiting classes could be found . Well, thanks to BAMAKEN, the University 
Archives and University Media Guide I have created such a list. My special thanks goes 
to BAMAKEN. I met him while I was at the Archives and he has provided some very 
good sources of information.  
 
I have now created lists of all the recruiting classes from 1971 to present day. Many of 
you are on my mailing lists, which is presently about 250. Thanks to everyone for the 
nice notes and comments I receive thanking me for providing this information. Yes, it is a 
tremendous amount of work but, my LOVE for recruiting could only be satisfied with 
these type of projects. This is my way of contributing to TIDERINSIDER which provides 
me with the information I look for and spend time with fellow TIDE LOVERS.  
 
Again, I now have available the 1971-1979 recruiting class list. The following lists are 
the ones I have rated with an incoming and outgoing grade for each player and class. 
These are the years I followed recruiting religiously. The 1980-1982 Bryant classes, 
1983-1986 Perkins classes, 1987-1989 Curry classes and 1990-1996 Stallings classes. 
The 1996 class is the latest class to complete its eligibility. I don’t send out a class until I 
do its outgoing rating. My objective with rating these lists is to compare the usual 
incoming euphoria with the actual outgoing results. It’s been very interesting and very 
accurate. 
 
ROLL TIDE!!! 
 
BAMASAINT 
Eddie St.John and Kat 
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